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BRIEF BACKGROUND - Harmonization
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In order to culture Shellfish in BC, must have approvals/authorizations:

 Shellfish Aquaculture Licence (Fisheries and Oceans Canada, DFO)

 Navigation Protection Program (NPP) Approvals (Transport Canada)

 Tenure Agreement (Province of British Columbia)



Harmonization - Memorandum
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Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) –

• Canada-BC agreement on aquaculture management 

• sets out the roles and responsibilities of the different 

governments

• harmonize and synchronize respective Federal and 

Provincial decision making processes and criteria.

• approved in 2010 but is currently under review and may 

be updated
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Management Committee (AMC)

executive committee, holds overall decision making authority and resolves 
inter-agency issues;

Director of Aquaculture Committee (DAC)

director-level forum that ensures strategic coordination among 

agencies;

Harmonized Working Group (HWG)

operational-level forum; works to support strategic coordination among 
agencies; and

Project Review Team (PRT)

operational-level group principally responsible for tracking and 

advancing shellfish applications. 

There are multiple committees in which the 3 agencies, Province of BC 

Ministry of Forrest Lands Natural Resources and Rural Development 

(FLNRORD)and Ministry of Agriculture, Transport Canada (TC) and DFO 

participate

Harmonization Committees



Harmonization
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FLNRORD, TC and DFO work closely together to harmonize many aspects 

of aquaculture. 

Multiple areas or sub committees are being discussed and formed to 

improve harmonization.

Some include but are not limited to:

• Project Review Team (PRT) 

Review all applications (shellfish, finfish, aquatic plants) to 

determine whether they can be accepted for review. 



Improving Harmonizing in other areas
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• Licensee Amendments/ 

Assignments:

name changes of 

licence/tenure holders

• Diligent Use:

review the use of 

tenures/licences to ensure they 

are meeting BC diligence use 

requirements

• Unlicensed Facilities:

review expired 

tenures/licences/approvals



Harmonized

Application

Process

-

Updated and included 

in letter to applicant
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New Improvements

under the PRT



Harmonization Applications and Guidebook

NEW - Harmonized Aquatic Plant application 

(with or without co-culture/ mari-culture) 
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New Improvements

under the PRT



Harmonization Debris

Management Plan 

–

required with every 

application
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New Improvements

under the PRT
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Harmonized letter 

confirming acceptance / 

rejection by PRT 

New Improvements

under the PRT
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Other Harmonized Improvements

• Harmonized Decisions/Authorizations:
coordinate submission of decisions and authorization / issuance after 

each agency conducts independent full reviews (approve or deny)

• Shared File Location:

all agencies now have access to one shared location. Constant 

communication on any harmonized application



DFO Update
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• Single Party Verification:

Authorizations issued in one entity name

• DFO Licensee Amendment: 

(Licence Holder Name Change)

Working with other agencies to determine a way for 

tenure holders may apply to amend licence holder 

name on DFO Licences and TC NPP Authorizations in 

conjunction with BC Tenure replacements



Transport 

Canada 

Update
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Applying to TC

15

https://npp-submissions-demandes-ppn.tc.canada.ca/auth/login-connexion?ret=%2F

• Making an application to Transport Canada

https://npp-submissions-demandes-ppn.tc.canada.ca/auth/login-connexion?ret=%2F
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• Making an application to Transport Canada

Applying to TC
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• Complete the application and submit. 

• Receive an automatic email confirmation that your 

application has been received. 

• Your application will be assigned to an NPP officer once 

processed by administration

• You will receive an email, or letter, with the NPP officer 

name and informing you that you may advertise. 

• In the ESS, open up your application and enter the dates 

your advertisement will run in the paper

Applying to TC



Harmonization - advertising
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• The registry will open for comment on the date you entered as 

the publication date of public notice. 

**30 day comment period is required**

• Joint advertising documents will have been sent out with the 

PRT acceptance letter from FCBC, which will now unify 

FLNRORD and TC’s advertising requirements. 

• Proof of advertising is to be sent to the NPP officer to verify 

compliance with the Act. 

• Once the NPP officer has processed your application, you will 
receive an approval of the works with conditions that will 

mitigate your impact to navigation. 



APPROVALS –

Authorizations to impact navigation
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• Previous approvals had an expiry date of 5 years. If you 

have an expired approval, or an approval that is about to 

expire, you need to reapply through the ESS for a new 

approval

• If you have modified your site and need an amendment to 

your approval, you need to reapply for a new approval

• If you have never applied to TC, you have no approval 

authorizing your work, you need to apply for an approval. 

• If you have changed ownership of your infrastructure, you 
need to notify the NPP office to have the records updated.



FLNRORD Update
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Diligent use = compliance with the management plan 

and maintaining a satisfactory level of use/production.

Diligent use can be assessed any time, but two key 

areas where further harmonization efforts that relate to 

diligent use are underway:

• Debris, derelict, and unlicensed sites 

• Tenure Replacements



Replacement checklist:
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Thank you!
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Questions?


